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Dear Friends, 
  
When people drive into our great state, they are greeted 
with a sign that says "Wisconsin is Open for 
Business."  That's not just a slogan.  We are taking major 
strides to change the way businesses are treated in our 
state - and it's paying off. 
  
This week, another Illinois company picked Wisconsin for 
its headquarters.  FNA Group, Inc., which makes pressure 
washers, says it will relocate their corporate offices to 
Pleasant Prairie.  The move is expected to bring 165 jobs 
to the area.    
  
Wisconsin's business friendly environment is becoming a 
world-wide phenomenon.  The Belgium based, VPK 
Packaging Company, is planning on opening up their first 
U.S. plant in Stevens Point next month.    That's great 
news for our state's economy.  
  
As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our 
great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.    
  

Sincerely,  

    
Alberta Darling   

 

Republicans to Restore Long-term Care  

  
This week, Republican leaders on the Joint Finance 
Committee (JFC) announced the rejection of Governor 
Walker's proposed long term care changes, while pursuing 
limited reforms with strong legislative oversight. Senator 
Darling made the announcement with Republicans on the 
budget-writing committee.  
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Website 

  

  

 

Senator Darling  

In the News 

  

 MPS transformation 
plan worth a try 

 

In removing the Governor's changes to FamilyCare and 
IRIS, the legislators proposed giving the Department of 
Health Services (DHS) limited authority to negotiate with 
the Federal Government on potential changes to 
FamilyCare to integrate long term and medical care, with 
the following requirements:  

 Require public and stakeholder input before any 
changes are made. 

 Require self-directed care with budget authority, to 
be defined in statute. 

 Require a regional model with multiple Integrated 
Health Agencies (IHA) per region. 

 Require an independent actuarial study to set rates. 
 Require the acceptance of "any willing provider" for 

a multi-year transition. 
 Preserve ADRC services. 
 Require final approval of any waiver application by 

the Joint Finance Committee before submission to 
the Federal Government. 

This plan requires public input, includes a self-directed 
option, and gives patients choice between competing 
providers. Integration of care provides better care for 
customers and doctors, as well as a better value for 
taxpayers. 
  

Wisconsin History on Display 

 

 

Next time you visit our beautiful State Capitol, make sure 
you stop by my office on the 3rd floor in the East wing.  On 
the way to my office, be sure to stop and see the "Monster 
Knife of John Fox Potter."  The six and a half foot long, 32 
pound folding knife is on display for a limited time. 
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Republican Congressman John Potter of Wisconsin, gained 
national fame when a pro-slavery Democratic 
Congressman Roger Pryor of Virginia challenged him to a 
duel. Potter didn't back down from the challenge, but 
insisted it be fought with bowie knives at four feet. Pryor 
then refused to duel. Potter became a celebrity in the anti-
slavery movement.   
 
People from all over mailed knives to him.  The one on 
display was a gift from the Republican Party of Missouri 
presented to Potter at the party convention in Chicago in 
1860.  

Around the 8th...   
  

It's that time of year when we are blessed with many visits 
from our area's great schools.  Here are some of the schools 
that recently visited our beautiful State Capitol:    
   

 
Lumen Christi Catholic School in Mequon 

 



Glen Hills School in Glendale 

 
 

 Grace Lutheran School in Menomonee Falls 

  
Kennedy Middle School in Germantown 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 


